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Abstract

Propagation or diffusion can be defined as the distribution of a phenomenon in a
specific environment. This concept has played different roles in a variety of sciences: the
development of matter in physics, the extension of thought and cultural model in sociology
and anthropology, the spread of disease in medicine, and the development of new innovative
technology or product in economics. In this study, the dissemination and extension of Persian
equivalents approved by the Academy of Persian Language and Literature among users of
this language has been taken into consideration. The acceptance rate of an innovation is one
of the most important success factors of its producer. Attempts to replace foreign terms and
expressions with their Persian equivalents have always been the subject of the controversy
and problematic matter of our community. It caused a variety of reactions from people,
translators, linguists and specialists in various fields of science, and word selecting at the
Academy is an example of these efforts to maintain and secure Persian language. The
innovation process is a complex and dynamic process influenced by several factors and
variables, such as advertising, the arrival time of new and alternative products, their quality,
the ability to compete with the formerly established products in the community, and user
satisfaction. The diffusion and acceptance of innovation is not an instantaneous
phenomenon; rather, it is a process that develops over time provided that the new product is
continuously used. This study aims at improving and accelerating the acceptance process of
the terms approved by the Academy. Accordingly, previous research on the prevalence and
application of these terms in society were reviewed and the primary models of innovation
promotion were examined. Additionally, the variables affecting the acceptance of new and
alternative words were extracted and transferred to the structures of the primary model of
dissemination and acceptance of innovation. Then, the way that the variables influence on
the language users’ behavior was determined. Using the system dynamics approach, the
dissemination and acceptance of the words approved by the Academy of Persian Language
and Literature were modeled in Powersim Studio 2005. By simulating the template in this
software, the model validity has been evaluated and some scenarios have been proposed for
improving the current situation. By using simulation models, the impact of policies can be
examined and tested in a virtual environment prior to their implementation in the
community. The results of this study indicate that advertising, awareness, satisfaction, and
the population of acceptors are among the influential factors in admission. For the
community, the first step to increase both the acceptance of the proposed terms of the
Academy and the usage of Persian equivalents instead of foreign terms and phrases is
informing people and making them aware.

Keywords: Academy of Persian Language and Literature, word selecting, approved
term, language planning, system dynamics, acceptance model, innovation diffusion,
modelling, Powersim Studio 2005
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